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once more......
with feeling!

Tews, here we go again, the sailing season is upon
us, 80 away dull winter care and let's get to itl

But walt, a quick dekdo out the window and one's
enthusiasm becomes somewhat dampened......literally,
The rain is sheeting down....again and the mercury in
the thermometer ie atill struggling manfully to get
past the J0F mark. Yes, perhaps next weekend might
be a better time to take the boat dowm after all.

However, in spite of the weather quite a few
hardy souls pave made the effort and taken their boats
down, the new Laser fleet peemp well entrenched already
and on Sunday April {Tth were salling arcund inshore
of the barge, in the pouring rain, on a =ail training
seggion. I tell you, these lads are EEEM. Either
that or all that capsizing they indulge in has given
them water om the brainl

A Topical Tip. Because of the atrocious wet weather
we've been having plue the factor of works vehicles

churning around in the course of the new Club-Honss
congtruction, the dinghy park is pomewhat lacking of
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grass in places. Therefore if you take your boat down before things dry-out,
chuek a spade and a couple of buckets in the boot with which you cen bring
up ehingle from the beach %o provide a decent base for your boat to stand on.

SEE YOU ON THE WATER sesasese ~EVENTUALLYL Terry

SOME NOTICES FROM THE COMMODORE

CLUB  MAWAGEMENT,

The Commodore will be abrosd on business during May and June. During hie
absenca the Vise Commedore, Bob Jones, will be responsible for the gailing
programme, Clubk boats and thne general day to day rumning of the Club. The Rear
Commadore, Clive Crindley, will look after construction of the new Club-Houee
and Honse Committee matters.

CLUB-HOUSE BUILDING SITE.

Mexhers are requested to treat the Neorth West corner of the dinghy park as
= btuilding site and TO EEEF OUT. A token fence will Be erected arcund the areas
of the worke and mocese will enly be permitted to the site and later to ihe
building under conziruction wi th the express suthority of a Flag Officer.

It is important that members respect ihis requirsment, which is coniained
in cur agresment with Kemt County Ceuncil (Community Emserprise Project) who are
providing the labour for the work, both in the interest of their own salety and
for security raesons. The Glub accepis NO RESPONSIBILITY WHATSOEVER for any injury
ta, or damage 4o possesions of, members or their guests arising from the conetructics
of the Club-House or associated works.

CLUE IUTIES.

Although 1t i1s early in the season, difficuliies have already been causzed by
the £a3ilurs of members to turn-up in time for their duties. Flease rememoer the
Chisf Duty Officers tour of duty is fros Midday Saturday until Sunday evening
{or from Sunday Evening until Monday evening on & Bank Holiday). He is expected

tc stay onboard cvernight and in no circumstances can juniors be left alone on
the Barge.

Un Sunday morning the Scow should be running by 9 o'clock and the Chief Duty
Dffizer will require at laest one of the Assistant Duty Officers to help him by
thiz time. Racebox and Rescue Boat crows should be down at the Club at leaet ome
hour before the start of racing. Thoee doing kitchen duties are needed by 11
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o'clock {o prepare sausgages etc for lunch.

If you have to swep duties make sure that you inform the Duty Liet Becretary,
Tick Jordan (Rotherfield 2901). Family mesbers are also reminded that all thoee
nominated on your membership application/renewal ARE REQUIRED BY THE CLUB RULES
TC UNDERTAKE IUTIES.....THERE 15 N0 PROVISION TO OPT-OUTL

RESCUE _ BOATS AND SCOW.

The Glub expects members scheduled for rescue boat duty or running the ascow
to be competent in handling the boats. The Bosun and his helpers spend long hours
maintaining and fitting out the boate and it is heartbrealking for them to =see the
topsides sooursed and paint removed by careless coming alongside. A rescue boat
with a lines around it'e propeller is & lisbility and dinghies In difficulties
are entitled to look for help to the resoue boat and should not regard it as a
potential ceuse of futher damages

The ¢lub runes courses in reacus beat handling— uwse them. The last had te be

cancelled due to lack of support. OContact Training Secrstary, Brian Warwick on
Medway 251446« If you are schedaled for duty make sure you read the standing
orders for rescus boat crews (in the Club Handbook) and turn up on time and

properly dressed= ie. with a wel=suit if you are 4o orews DPassengers are not
&llowed in the rescus boats bol those scheduled for duty on a later ococaslon
may, with permissiom of the Chief Duty Officer, go along as a third crew member
to pain experiemci.

The Committes alpo wigh to remind membera that children may not be left in
charge of the scow whilst carrying paseengers and that they may only opernte the
gontrols if the Assistant Duty Officer is in the boat with them and is in a

position to assume the helsm immediately in an emergency.

GUESTS.

Members are reminded of the provieions of rule 10(G). If you bring & guest
gussts te the Club you =ust enter their names and addresses in the Visitors Book
which is kept on the barges | this applies to visitors remaiming in the Tinghy Park
as well as to those going sut to the barge). You may only bring two guesis at any
oneé time, the same perscn =&y not be introduced as a guest mere than three times
in any one eesson, and & mesber may net leave the Club premises whilst his gusete
are there. Please remember that even close relatives who are not in their own
right members of the Club count as guests- ie. wives [or husbande as the case may
be) of eingle members or grown-up children of family members,




My reinforce Chrie's previcus comments, here ie & salutary tale from Bob Jonez.

a bad day at the club

(L short story with a message)

Saturday's TV weather forecasi gave Smph winds, the morninge telephone

forecast was foroe 4 increasing to 5. Outside it rained in a steady downpour,
noet a twig, not a leal moved.

Arrive at the Club early (for a changel) someone has been using heavy vehicleas
in car park and on track and over upper end of boat park eresating lots of mud.
There are two boate gettiing ready, but N0 IUTI FEOFLE~ITS 0945. Hoorayl we have
a complete rescue bort orew bat ne Chief Duty Cfficer. 0958, Chief Duty Officer
Arrives.sssassT2Cing has to be postpomed 15 minutes ae unable to get scow and
only rescus boat running im time. Thers ip now 2 gentle bressze.

As the day goes on the rain beoomes "showers" = every now now and again, its
ag though you are in the shower, full on,selected to "Freeszing"l The wind is
force =4 but gueting with 90 shifta. Nost boats finieh with some capsizes.

The afternoom race is dua and the wind im now gueting l=5. At busy 11 a
Fireball capsizes on an outgoing tlde and drifte onto the trots. The rescae
boat steame in-unfortunately from the windward side, and =0 he socon has the trot
rope around his propeller and is ageingt the Fireball=-effectively preventing them
from righting it.

The wind inoressef.....a Lasar i upaide~down but there is no rescue boat....
0P 14 capsizes, rights again but has lost his rudder so saille onto Hoo Izland
followed by another....them & Miracle seeks shelter on the Ioland. The seaw i
despatched and they free the rescue boat by cutting the trot rope. The reacue boat
orew do not wish to upset the Hoo Club so they run a new tret rope (boats are still
cnpnised] unforiunately the looes end of the rope they have juet tied wraps around
the propeller so the scow goee to check the boate in trouble.

The wind guste force 5. The only renaining boat, the Bubble, goes to rescus
the rescue boat.e.sstwo on the rescue boat bows, ome in the Bubble sawing through
the rope and eventually it is free. Their is just time to collect the Miracle
snd tow it home (the scow has towed in the rest or they have walked along the
shore] Several beoatzs are damaged and most have retired.
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MESSADE.

Unfortunately thie etory ie true.

If you are onduty PLEASE ARRIVE

EARLY (one hour before racing starto for moet duties but overnight or at LEAST

TWO HOURS FOR CHIEF DUTY OFFICER).

If you are on rescue boat duty it is not a joy-ride (althougn I enjoy it)
you must lnow what you are doing.....if not contact Brian Warwick {Medway 251446)

and get onto a rescue boat traing course,

We were lucky on this oocasion, but

we ghould operate on skill and professional standard organisation, which luck

can nelp but is no substitute.

Fio (993 <Geason Begind |

The season started on 20th March.

wives and children pushsd the one reacus boat inte the water.

On Saturday 19th the members, their

The Sunday wea

warm, sumny and & gentle breese encouraged 18 boats onto the water for the

first races The following Bunday it was

cold,; wet and windy.

Easter comes aleng btut for some unexplainable reasen there wore not many
boats seiling on the Sunday, perhaps having to clear 2" of enow off the boats

Put one or twe off7.
havang the best turn-out of seven,

THE EASTER SER1ES REJULTE WERE:-

Fireball 12008
Handiecap T42
Laser 107066
Mirror 21171
Toppar 22110
Miracle 2110
GF14 12405
Enterprioe 20175

Dirgct from our faciory. Supert value,
top quality, wide renge. large stocks,
quick drliveng

Daubla lined Long Johng from £27.80
Cuite unheatahis,

See for Yoursalf — write or ring far {ree
brochure, ar call in,

DOLPHIN WETSLITS (Aguaguipmant],
164 Ashwell 51, 5t. Albans, Herts BEEEE

The pun came out and there wase & good series, the Lasers

Kay Carnegie-Jonea
Derek Mciuley

Car]l Palmer

Len Crundwell

Paul Tyler

Yvonne/Martin Jessop
Alan Smith

Deve Vettergreen

whe1he:3ﬂu'rga into dinghies or boards, call in at
one of L.O.C. Sailsports 5 showrooms. Or simply
five us 8 call,

FVE SHOFS IMN:
S.E London,
City of Londomn..
Maidstone

ISPORTS

THE PROFESSIONALS
Southborough, Datchet.
For details phone
01-852 3336




From '!-'iudﬂ'j' EEEiTﬂ"Ii“EE----'-.tlll-li-lllli--—-l-i--l-llli-i-lr--r*-

With the new season now well under way mary of you will have
your boats down at the c¢lub and will have seen that work has

atarted on the new clubhouse although there is hardly much to
look at as vet other than a sea of mud which has engulfed the
upstream end of the dinghy park.

We have dene our best to limit the derelictlon caused by the

machines carrying out the excavations for the foundations and

cesspool, but a wet sprimg, with twice as much rain as noermal
in April slone, has made it very difficult. Progress has been
miserably slew but with a bit of luck and some dry weather -
our farmers say it cam only get better from nmow onm - 1t won' &
be too long before the ground works are complete and we reach
the significant stage when the superstructure can commence and

there really is something to see.

The plan is to enclose the building site with a fence rather
more than halfway back from the viver and to allow access fFor

the works only from the turning space at the bottom of the

track. The rest of the upstream end of the dinghy park will

then be left to dry out and afterwards levelled before we start
putting boats in there: In the meantime John White and the Class
Captains will try to fit everyonme in the downstream half. Flease
be understanding if vour boat is cramped or you have to move
during the seasom: it will have been worth it when you stand in

the pew clubhouse next SeasSon.

Continued/....



the moment the delay with the building although disappointing
let us hope for sovme good weather this summer

-

At
is oot critical:
both for building and for sailing - I think we deserve it.

AT




FLEET NEWS

MIRACLE Paul Absclom

1 expect that most know by now that Mariin Jessop, our long BETViIng
0lass Ceptain, has had to stend down this year due fo work oommi tments,
and that 1 have tsken his place for this season. I'm sure 1 speak for
gll of us in thanking Martin for hie hard werk sand enthusiasm, that has
coniributed so much o our preaent Wiracle fleet. Nartin will still be
gailing with us whenever the B:Bals let himl

The Eagter Cup was contesied by three boats, remlis as followel

2110 Yartin or Yvomme Jessop 2l Pta
2180  Panl Absolow T =
1329 John Cassell 5 m

Wiracle 2110 won all four Taces, and wae helrmed by Yvonne Jegsop on
the Monday. Paul Cuseon ably crewed for Yvonne, and Panrl alsc crewed for
2980 on Sunday, so toe Mirecles certainly kept him busyl

Cur Open meeting iz on the 15th of Msy, and the ‘I'amaﬁ.a.nerqf?irihalls
wi1l be assisting on the day. Don't forget, we are due to reciprocate av
their Open Meeting later in the year. It would be nice %0 heve a good
Club turnout for our Open, so come down and gail if you cans

Pinally, if any of us heve net yet renewed our Miracle Clasa Associakion
memberahip, nay 1 take this opportumity ef reminding you of the sxpellent
value it isk

Faul Tyler

W1RROE/ TOPPER ‘
R

1 would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the Topper and
¥irror Fleets to thank Reg ¥uhn for the amount of effort he put into his

post of Clase Captain for 1962 and my thanks are alsc extended 1o everyone
who helped to run the Open Mesting.

My concern for 'E] io tce ses A vast ieprovement in Red Sails. FPlease

make & special effort to come down and RACE or even oruise., Hope to see You

down there and racings




GP 14 ‘ Alan Smith

Now that I have got my pen back from Unele I hope that there might be more
reports of GF activities than gppeared last year. We seem to have had a slow

start but the signs are that in the next few weeks the Pleet will appear in
larger numbers.

A 1 wriie this the Spring Pointe Series is coming to an end with mixed
resulte end westher condifione providing a lese predictable result.than previcuse
Jeargs The [ipal resalt will be in the pext report but appears to be between
David Blyth, Tan Parris and Nick Leicester. Our one completed competition is
the Easter Cup, as uscal an early Eaeter meant & low turn=out but with tight
finishes to 2l11 four races. After s promising start Ian Parrie was unable to
cosplete the series and the final result depended on positions in the last race
between myzelf and Mike Doherty. The light winde did not do Mike any favours
and although David and Ray Blyth crossed the line first, eecond place for me
wWes enough to win overall, Mike and David sharing second place.

In angwer to our Editers query in the last edition of 31}, the Bell ineignia
that appears on our sailis in fact not derived from Bell Woodworking but is
symbolic of the Bells of Aberdovey Church. The boat was designed in comeultation
with membere of Aberdowvey Salling Club, and the Church bells are a local feature
whish were selected as being appropriately commamorgiive of ite originSccsses
cbscure, but different.

Pe5+ Whatever happened to the occaslonal series "Other Peoples Boats". Has
it died after omly one article?® (What indeed, the first boat was a Fireball. Ed.)

HANDICAF SOCIAL AND PHRIZE GIVING. Tom Keenan

A very nice evening was enjoyed by all those that were present. Martin Jonea
deservedly took Pote for every series he entered, the rest were gpread among the
rest of the fleef, with Lasera well represented, I believe showing an improvement

over the eeazon and a mumbar of new faces received prizee.

I hope to arrange a treining weekend early in the season with a Laser training
officer {th.is event has already taken place and from what I =awWw was well

subscribed. Eds]) A= you probably know the Lasers have been given fleet status
thiz year; giving us our own start so courses can be shorter and more varied.

Ferhaps members would like tg ©ffer mome puggesticons on this.



SPTMMAKER...n» large extra sail of racing yachi. Thus the Cxford Dictionary
describes that sccureed, delightful, infuriating, exhilarating sail.

Which is the best way to rig a spinnaker? That 18 a question which is more
likely to lead to argument than to a straight answer. To prove the point,

2 ghort trip round the stands at a recent dinghy exhibition with a note pad and
a pencil provided an opportuntiy to record just a few of the many variations
in current use, Some of them are reproduced on this and the following pages.
For the record: ropes holding the pole up are shown thus ———— § TOpes
holding the pole down are chown thug ———— i shock cord 15 shown thue
2nd cleats are shown thus [§] . ©Other bits and pleces are noted on the

drawings- =9
Feter 1ton

S

Matadsy (1)

GF 14 —
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SALTY TALES OF YESTERYEAR.

by SHELLBACK
2« " ™HE CAPSIZE "

The old chap chuckled quietly to himeelf, and took encther long drink from
his pint, sa he heard voices raised and harsh thinge said from the group
argoing sbout the day's racing that had just finished.
ie iz always the case when some—one does'nit take part; or a;hd'wan;r interest
im & coaversation being carried on in loud tones, one of the participanta
felf it irecombent upon himself to emsure that the old chap wae drawm into
ths Beated discussion. This worthy turned to the old chap and said, " What
da yon thinky "

maink? said the old chap. Then as if he hadn"t anpwersed the question the
Tiret time, he repeated, "Think?"

The questioner seemed to be slightly put out, and feeling that he was
fnot being fully wnderatosd, blurted cut hiz problem. "“We were racing, ond
that chap there put himself in such 4 position that when I called starboard
ke couldn't get out of the way, and I hit hin. I wae in the right, becauss
&#tarbvoard-hand beat always has right of way, and he has got %o retire. You
Imow the rulea, I'm right and he's wreng".

“"Then you'm an idict", replied tha old chap. The aggrieved helmaman
couldn't believe hie ears.

"What?, he gasped.

"Tou'm an idiot"; repeated the ald chap. "Juet 'omuee some fellar getes
"imself! inter a tangle, and cant get outer yer way, yer 'its "im. You muat
ba daftl T'11 tell you a tale ahout an '"appening like that",

At theee words the little greup gathered round. "The old chap was well
known for hie tales, and mest of them contained more than a grain of
conmonsense, and some truth. He took & long dArink from his glass, and hegan.
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MSome yesrs ago, wWe young 'uns used to race Tegllar in the Medway Hegatts.
Lotia fun we used to 'ave too. In them daye we started from the Gillin'am Lime,
cause we 'ad too many etarters for the other line, and anyways we had
olearer wind down there, Anyways cneé partie’lar Saturday mornin' we was
gettin' resdy to go down to the start, when the wind sterts apipin' up.

By the time we wae orf the Dockyard eatrance that was blowin' about &
Bix guetin' seven. One of our blokes 'ad 'im eon with "im. Quite p good
pailor, was the son, tut a bit light for them eort o' winds. Howsome-ever,
thay n:i-!:ui_-. guite & cropper in one of them gusts, and over they goes.

"ﬁnmﬂ_u' up astern of them, guite fast, is one of they Dragon Class
boate. Hm.: our chap, 'ose boat was named after somethin' to do with
cigarettes, "Pag-ash', or somethin' like that, is splashin' about in the
water with "is boy, sees this Dragon acomin' along, and the next thing 'e
knows is that it "as sailed right over "is mast alyin' in the water, and
nigh on "it 'im and 'i® boy.

"Wall, our chap, "e can't believe 'is eyes. "Es lopt for worde, and
that®s seamethin' that we never lmowed af "im afore. 'E mesas that there
Dragon go a-bout and sail back towards "im. 'ia firet mind o' thinkin' wam

that the fellar was gein' to 'ave snother go at "im. But no, that skipper
den'nt "ave aay ideas like that.

"The Iragon comes wery close and gpome fellar leane acroret 'er
gide=deck and shoute in one "o them gin and tomic =ocents, 'Sorry about
that ol" chap, but 1 wae on starbosrd'. Starboard, 1 askz yer!

What our feller says in refurn to this zin't never been writ dowm nor never
will be , I "spect. Prob'ly just as well".

The old ekap turned to the helmaman who had spokem to him in the
firat place. "So there you are my lad, just 'cause them rules says that
& atarboard boat "ee right of way, don't mean you can go a—clobberin' othera
ag you peag fit, "specially vhen they can't get ocuta yer way. Tell yer
somethin' them rules don't sey. Somethin' to do with good seamanship, good
manners an' a bit o' commonsense. Thinge shich, if I'sm guesesin' a-right;

weren't prepent when you wae racin' M

There was gilence for a few momente until the old chap,; peearing into

his glass said, "taint the only thing thate a-miesin', durnded tide's gorn
right out. 'Ose goin' ter '"elp it come back!.

he he keld cut his glass someone took the decision that it was preferabls

To keep the ¢ld chap drinking rather than talking.




the WSC A1 crvstaL paLacE

Alan Smith

TDegpite my reservaticnz we were gble to put & stand together and my thanks
go to Hay Fryeti and John Smith who provided dieplay screena and s television,
(thie latter item being dug cut of John'e father's attic at literally the

eleventh hour, on the Friday before the show opened on Saturdayb. Edit.) My
thanks zlso te those club mesbers who manned the stand throughout the week—end,

In general terms I do not think that the arrangements for club elands
wWere wery good this year, ag being separate from the bost d:.upla.p’l; Ypasping
trade® w=s not very obvious.s We were however fortunate in huﬂing A prime
Eife within the club area, such that all visitore to the building in which
& clubs were located entered the hall by our stand, some clube Bt the Far
#22 of the uilding reperted having very few visitora.

I suspect that attendance overall may alsc have boen lower this year.
Certainly there appeared to be fewer of our own members vigiting our stand.

A number of enquiries about membership were made and it was significant
that many of them appeared to be from people who lmew of the club already
and were thinking about shanging eclub's. Hoo Wess members were prominent
but emquiries were also received from members of Gravesend, Blue Circle,
Kedway mnd Bewl RAridge.

At always, newcomers to sailing were particularly interested in
training courses and undoubtedly this is a plus point when new sailors are
congidering clubz. We were sble fo compare oureslves Adrectly with ocur

nelghboura as Medway Y.C., Gravesend and Sheppey were all pre=ent.

in terms of presentation Bheppey perhaps were the most sophisticated,
Uaing & video projector to good effect. 'Their films however were mainly of
windsurfing in Hawaii and whilet interesting were uninformative ineofar as
the club itself was concerned. Gravesend and Medway used fairly basic
digplays but were at a disadvantage by virtue of their location within the
halls

Subseriptions made an interesting study, we =till maintain a substantial
dirferential with Medway and mre on a par with Sheppey. Cravesend appear to
be lower but their literature does not mention race fees and if 211 seriés and
eyents are entered the annual cost iz about the same a=z ours.
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Cur video film wes a great success with our cwn members and was gertainly
helpful in illustrating to new enquirers features of the club. It hasg
subsequently been used 1o intersst progpective members and seems 1o have a
potential for "mail order"; i.e. watch it a1 home and then come and see us.

Bea you at the show next year?

R R R R

-

Hha-t.. follows might very well be construed ae yet another of that old
"SHELLBACE'E" <ales, bui I am assured by ihe contributor, who wishes fo
remain anonymous,; that it's the Gospel truthl

FLACE... ... WILSONIAN SAILINC CLUB IINCHY FARK.
TIMEsrpuns & FEW NINUTES BEFORE THE START OF & NEW MEMBERS
INTERVIEW MEETIKGC .

CLUE MEMBER TO STRANCER, "YOUI LOOK LOST, CAN I HELP Yousg®
STRANGER, "“WHY, ARE YOU SCOMEBODY INMPORTANT 1 SHOULD ENCW?™
CLUB MEMEER, "HNO, NOT REALLY, I'M OWLY THE COMMODORE"™

MORAL ... aue.asa DONT BPEAK TO STRANGE MEM!

L s b R L s s D s R e L N o Rl R R B R E TR TR BTN B i B W R ey

P _hie "TeAkelin e .

Some important dates for your diery from cur Sogial Secretary Tony Moores

SUNDAY MAY 29th. A BARGE PARTY OF "™WILSONIAN™.

SATURDAY NIGHT SPECLALSY These are Saturday Evening friendly; sociable
gatherings on the Barge with the Bar open for business. What better way to
while away a balmy Saturday summer evening, than leaning on the rail, glass

in hand and an arm round the girl friend/wifs, watching a visiting yacht
alipping guietly up river on the laet of the flood, or river wildfowl on
their nocturnal meanderingssssssssssand all that jaszl

Sounde like 8 great idea so note the dates, JUNE 4th, July 2nd, Aupgust &th
and finally September ird.

Looking well shead to the Club's Annual Have-Ulp, the DINNER DANCE, to be
held T believe at THE INFN 0N THE LAKE again on NOVEMBER 19th.




The following is an account of a cruise in a sixteen foot gunter rigged dinghy
from Bradwell on the Riwver Blackwater ito Broxbourne cm the Hiver Lea. The year
is 1951, and it is interssting tc note that there were then Thames barges mtill
treding as they are mentioned in the log from time to time.

"he crow consisted of two Merchant Nevy aspprentices; Eobert © Tubby and
Derrick A.5. Wright, the former I baelieve ie poemibly now involved with a boat
chandlery buainess on the south coast, whilst the latter iz now a Trinity House

Pilot working out of Harwich. If the photographs reproduce well enough it will
be seen that the sailing togs consimted of an old aweater and old grey flannel

bags rolled =p at the kmes..... 0o Bri-fylon, polyurethane or PVC wonder—wear
in theose dsyel. Neither did either of the crew wear life=jackete.

CHOT SR IN "TOM THUME" . BRATWELL o BROXBOURRE.
R L L g e e L)

{the first few days wers spent cruising in the Blackwater)
ITLY 28tk 1951. Saturday.

Ses =railss hitched to Mr Colee car but lose half an hour pusping up a
flat tyre on the trailer. Had packed all gear jato "Tom Thumb" the night before.

Tow guite easily down to Bradwell except for the offside brake—drum getting hot,
swentually arriving at 1200. Have to take mast and sails eff the boat to wheel
ss= pnder barrier and then launch from the hard, tide low and ebbing.

Take the trailer back to the car and the Coles go off to Tucker Browm's to
—=lls=% their new yacht while we wade and row ocut to a buoy, trousers already
sosked up to the lmees but a glorious day so it does'nt matter. Cet mast and
spars ap, sguare geal up & bit and eat sandwich lunch then sail up and down
until the Colss return abpard their new boat with Tucker Brown.

We g0 out ahead of them under jib and oar over the stern. L.W. was at 1500
and tide now making, we tack about outside until they appear but they go aground
in the entrance. We get mains'l up and beat up river with the tide,; off Stone
at 1830, continmue tacking up to Oees Island, drop main in A scrimmage and anchor
190% amonget seversl other craft. Batten down and have supper. H.d. 2030.

29th Suriday. Had breakfast, sguared up, then raised the anchor and sail up
to Stone. 1020, Get Eails dowm and pull into beach, I go racing while Lefty
(D. Wright), liee off in "Tom Thumb®. Get a 4th place after a rotten start.
Go back aboard for lunch then race again in the afternoom and come in 5th this

time. Lefty rows in for me and we pull out as wWe are now on 4 lee=sghore , run
conts




down %o Dses Island upder jib then anchor and have tea. Decided it was getiing
too choppy so tried to run inte Lawling Cregk under jib but got onte the mud, so
have to pull all the way back to the anchorsge against wind and fide. GSnug
down for the night cold, wet and tired.

30th Monday. Have breakfast, tide coming in and wind blowing hard, ne
ghelter on this anchorage now., Lefty gets a 1ift ashore from a girl off another

boat, & five tonner. They manage to get some frosh water but no milk or bread
ps the island ig now self supporting. We get storm sails set and up anchor and
try to besat up to Bradwell but have to turn back before resching 3tone, as we
were taking a lot of water abeard in the shor: seas. Run back to Osea Ieland in
fear of gybing, the other boat, Lefty's girl friend tells us to mske for Lawling

Creek, as it 1is to bad for us to stay out for long. We go in, not without doubis
after the other night's expariences.

Make Ffast to a buoy halfway in
and get the tryesail down, then run in
undsr storm jib at HW. following
the tuoye carsfully. We anchor in not
very calm water, lying head 4o wind
and stern to ebbh and sheer about a lot
in sonsequence. Dry ssils and our
trousers in eome gloricuz sunshine.

We take main'sl off gaff amd put
tryseil on instead, which took about
2% hours. L.W. about 1600, have to
shift anchor twice to avoid drying

aut on the mad.
We get the awning up and have lunch, tea and supperi at about 1700. Wind eseea
off at about 2000, PFinally turn in, in relatively peaceful surroundings.

31st Paesday, Heawy thunderstorms during the night, but only a few drops

ceme in, Lefty goes to sleep again in the middle of it. The wind comes round
during the night, so after breakfast we are able to run out under the storm jib

again at H.W. 0945. Run down very comfortably, Lefty steering while 1 flake out
on bhottom boardes. We are off Stone at 1050. Cet main'el (trysail on the gaff)
up at 1120 and beat up into Bradwell at 1210, tacking through all the anchored
boats againet strong ebb and stronger wind, its o real pleasure to gas the way
the old boat goes to windward, old Mr Burke on "Pithits" has his eye o1 us all
Conta




the way. Anchared at 1300 after getting saile down alongeide a converted
Seottish fishing boat. Hove bresd, cheese and limejulce. Wind getting up all

the time, 58W, up hook and drop down on the last of the ebb, Lefty goea ashore
and manages to get some water; milk and bread, While I lie off the hard, shifting
dnchor to avold grounding and getting colder and hungrier, I whip clip ringe onto
store jib and get main'sl squared up a bit. When Lefty returns (after about 3
houre, "been waiting for the baker", says he) we drop down with wind, now low
water, 1830, amongst some oyster smacks.

Sneg down, have supper and tea with XILE for a chenge, wash=up, repair awning
ag the sun goes down, & rad ball ageinet a very stormy looking =ky. We put
anchor light on the topping lift and fturn in just before the amackemen come
sculling back from the locala.

16t August. Wedneeday. THE CEJISE BEOINE.

Showers just before Sam and tide flooding. Have cornflakes in milk {luxury),
showsrs again, wind now northerlys. Olew up after rain stope and row into hard,
Lefty goes ashore while I hold boat by slipwey with boet=hook, he's only 10
minutes this time but manages to get 3 loaves, milk, 2 postoards and fresh water.

We get smil up on & buoy at 1150 and
tack out sgainst the last of the flood
end a light wind. Emse out into mid—
channel and drift down on the ebb. The
wind then drops right away, oo it's out

with the oers. Start to have a light
lunch drifting in an unknown position

when breese suddenly comes up and takes
2z up %o the Benoh Head busy at 1400.
Drift acrosz on port tack to firet buoya
and then tack out to Batchelors Bpit at
1500, a couple of sprits'l barges and a
gmall cruiser pass going in the other
direction. Tack and row against z very Waiting for the tide. Note main'sl of
light wind and tide, now against us, to Stumpie barge on horizon. |
the Buxey Beacon. Tack out in & freshening wind between Ray Sande and Buxey
Sands touching bottom several times, we get the West Buxey buoy on port beam at
1845, Lefty takes over and we tack past the River Crouch Buoy at 2000, sailing
in with the flood to the River Roach entrance. Pinally drop anchor below some




other oraft but on looking up find other boats seem much further away than they
were, so take a sounding....7 fathomel Anchor ie'nt holding, so get it up and

pull in the now piteh dark, down to Easiend | although we dont know it's Eactend
until next morning) evemtually anshoring again at 2310.

We had been underway for ever 12 hours without much to eat. Finally clewed
up, hed scme marmite sandwiches and turned in, very weary at 2440.

2nd Auguet. Thursday.

Weke up 1o bright sunshine at 0830 with the tide flooding
and wind ghesring ue arcurnd, the sztern just miseing a withy. After breskfast
gt =ail up &t 1030 and tack up againet the flood pasi Great Potton sailing rather
garefully aver the causeway. Took wrong furning at Ruehley Island and end up in
Shelford Creek which 18 cloeed. 1445, we get our bearings as the tide starte to
ebth and t_glc:!: back againet it, which is hard work, eventuslly anchor sbowe the
bridge at Havengore Greek at 1540.

T0 BE CONCLUDED NEXT 155UE...inoluding how they get shot at and arrested}

THE CABIN YACHT STORES

* Lower Upnor *

ety and the only one yvou can walk
drive to; or sail fo.

g = The nearest chandler to your club,
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I We carry a wide range of fittings,
') "ta. ¢lothing, painta, polishes, resins

i

R Standing and running rigging r
WE or supplied including Talurit
splicing and hexleo ewaging. Our
speciality, hand splicing of wire
ope and braided rope eye
splicing. 10% discount for W.5.
Tel: Medway T30Z0
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and Sundays
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charte and ropes, including Kevlar.



